Paediatric endocrinology started its independent development early in the general development of this specialty, with a strong focus on research and clinical excellence. Slovenian paediatric endocrinology was an integral part of the European paediatric endocrinology from its beginnings and a founding member of the first 'International Study Group for Diabetes in Children and Adolescents'. After the pioneering work of Prof. Lev Matajc, Prof. Ciril Kržišnik firmly integrated the Department of Pediatric Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases at the University Children's Hospital in Ljubljana in the international scientific community. In the last decade, the department participates in cutting-edge research and provides clinical services at highest international standards. 
The field of clinical endocrinology developed parallel to the development of biochemistry, with identification of chemical substances called hormones. Descriptions of first successful treatments of diseases related to hormones appeared at the beginning of the 20th century and, in 1917 'The Association for the Study of Internal Secretions' (now 'The Endocrine Society') was established in the United States, along with its journal 'Endocrinology' (now 'The Journal of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism'). In Europe, 'The Society for Endocrinology' was established in the United Kingdom in 1946, followed by other countries like Germany, in 1964, with 'Deutsche Gesellschaft für Endokrinologie'.
The development of paediatric endocrinology was based on a very strong and active research in this field and, in 1962, the 'European Society for Paediatric Endocrinology' (ESPE) was established, preceding any similar internal medicine association in the old continent. In the last decade, the Department of Pediatric Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases at the UCH in Ljubljana, shoulders a central role in conducting cutting-edge research in the field of diabetes (3), endocrinology (4-6) and metabolic diseases (7, 8) , and maintains internationally comparable excellence in providing medical care (9, 10) . The department has a strong vision to further increase integration into European research structures (it currently participates in two ESPE research grants, in two EU grants, and has three grants from the Slovene National Research Agency), quality assurance programs (it obtained the SWEET-IDF-ISPAD certificate in 2014) and clinical excellence. Finally, tight cooperation with the Laboratory for Medical Genetics at the UCH Ljubljana also fosters applied basic research (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) .
The current issue of the Slovenian Journal of Public Health (Zdravstveno varstvo) kindly hosts the department's anniversary by publishing articles based on recent research and clinical activities. Our own results were combined with results from a lively international collaboration into an assortment of original data and information.
All these aims and endeavours are driven by the needs of our chronically ill children, adolescents, young adults and their families -our success will be measured by how much we alleviate day-to-day burden of their diseases. 
